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 VILLAGE OF CHERRY VALLEY, IL 
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY JANUARY 20, 2015  
 
THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CHERRY VALLEY, ILLINOIS, WINNEBAGO AND 
BOONE COUNTIES, CONVENED IN REGULAR SESSION ON THE 20th DAY OF JANUARY 
2015.  
 
PRESIDENT JIM E. CLAEYSSEN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:00PM AND LED 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 

A Roll Call was taken by Clerk Dana Ward. 
 STEPHEN APPELL  PRESENT  JOANN HUDSON PRESENT 
 NANCY BELT   PRESENT  GARY MAITLAND PRESENT 
 SALLY HOLLEMBEAK  PRESENT  DAVID SCHROEDER PRESENT 
  
Also present: Public Works Director Chuck Freeman, Chief of Police Larry Neville, 
Attorney Jim Stevens, Attorney Derron Burke, Dennis McMullen C.E.S. and Village 
Clerk Dana Ward.   
 
 
ADOPT THE AGENDA:    President Jim E. Claeyssen entertained a motion to adopt the 
amended agenda, adding Colette Rudis under CITIZEN’S VOICE. Trustee Schroeder 
moved to adopt the amended agenda.  Trustee Appell seconded.  All “Aye”; none 
opposed.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES:  January 6, 2015. President Jim E. Claeyssen 
entertained a motion to lay over the approval of the Village Board minutes for 
January 6, 2015, until (we) can address some items that need to be added to the 
minutes, per Trustee Hudson’s request.   Trustee Belt moved to lay over the approval 
of the minutes for January 6, 2015.  Trustee Schroeder seconded.   All “Aye”; none 
opposed.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
CITIZENS VOICE: Collette Rudis presented a copy of an article from the Rock River 
Times (Article titled “Attorney General Opinions Bureau: Cherry Valley Village 
President should not also serve as Budget Director”, January 14, 2015) regarding the 
issue of President Claeyssen’s appointment to the position of Budget Director.  Ms. 
Rudis is concerned with this appointment and further is concerned that the village 
attorney is seeking legislative resolution to clarify what has been termed “unclear 
statutory language”. Attorney Stevens responded.  A complaint was raised with the 
Attorney General’s office.  They cited no Illinois Law that said that the village could 
not do what it is doing currently, or what it has done since the inception of adopting 
the Budget Act.  Attorney Stevens stated that there is an ambiguity in conflicting 
state statutes.   Attorney Stevens has asked the Illinois Municipal League to intervene 
and introduce legislation to provide clarification. He added that State Senator 
Syverson will be presenting it and will take this information to the legislative 
committee.  At this time Attorney Stevens is waiting for more information that will 
come in time.  Ms. Rudis asked “You don’t see anything odd about the situation that 
the President appointed himself….?” to which President Jim E. Claeyssen interjected 
that he does not appoint himself into this position:  The appointment comes with the 
consent of the trustees; four out of six trustees have to approve the appointment.  
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 Also, Ms. Rudis is concerned with the cost of the Public Works Building and compared 
the Village’s situation with Machesney Park (recently turning down a building 
estimated for $1.5 million dollars).  Ms. Rudis is concerned with the amount that the 
Village has accepted in a bid for the new Public Works building, contracted for $2.4 
million dollars, plus architectural sketches.  President Claeyssen thanked Ms. Rudis for 
her comments. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Monthly Report by Treasurer Karen Melloch. Treasurer 
Melloch is not present this evening. 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  JIM E. CLAEYSSEN. 
1. Special presentation by Mr. Joseph Fackel, Senior Vice President with Retail 

Strategies LLC, regarding providing possible assistance to the Village’s retail 
development efforts.  Mr. Fackel noted that 70% of the world’s chains are adding 
stores.  Mr. Fackel presented a power point presentation regarding his firms 
strategies designed to help municipalities maximize their retail markets.  Retail 
Strategies works nationally and is currently working with six markets in Illinois.  
The firm helps define what the municipality’s commercial real estate and retail 
development possibilities can be.  The firm researches the municipality’s needs 
based on demographics and retail gap analysis.  From the data collected they will 
identify key property areas.  The presentation was followed by questions from 
Board members.  Much discussion ensued.  Mr. Fackel will forward a copy of his 
presentation to President Claeyssen for the Board to review and consider. 

 
ATTORNEY'S REPORT: JAMES STEVENS.  Attorney Stevens updated the Village Board 
with an issue with Carlson Farms.  Carlson Farms leased property south of Baumann 
Park.   Carlson Farms is delinquent in their rent for 2014 and have taken their crops to 
the Maplehurst Elevator, Rochelle.  The crops are still there; confirmed today.  The 
Village has filed a landlord’s lien against the crops, which has priority over other 
liens.  Attorney Stevens has spoken with Carlson’s lawyer.  Conserv FS did the bank 
financing for Carlson Farms.  Their attorney indicated that proceed checks can be cut 
with all the party’s names on them; the Village has priority and can request the 2014 
rent payment from the checks.  If Conserv FS does not agree, this could go to 
litigation.  Attorney Stevens further inquired if Carlson Farms intended to continue 
with the lease. (The previous Village Administrator negotiated a three year lease, 
beginning January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2016.)  President Jim E. Claeyssen 
noted that there has been an inquiry from another farmer regarding leasing this 
property.  Attorney Stevens will keep the Board abreast of the situation. 
 

ENGINEER'S REPORT:  DENNIS McMULLEN, C.E.S.  No report.     
 

EX-OFFICIO’S REPORTS:   
STEPHEN APPELL – PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION.  Trustee Appell reported 
that the meeting for January 21, 2015 has been cancelled.  It has been rescheduled 
for February 18, 2015 at 7:00PM. There are two items on the agenda; one for a re-
zoning request in the I-39 Industrial District and another for a cell tower request.  
This will then move to the Planning and Development Committee for further 
discussion. 
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DAVE SCHROEDER - RECREATION BOARD. Trustee Schroeder reported that the 
Moonlight Bowl event will be January 31, 2015 at the Cherry Bowl.  Registration starts 
at 6:00PM, with bowling following from 6:30PM to 8:30PM.  Cost is $10.00 per person, 
18 years of age and older, which includes bowling and shoe rental. Call for 
registration in advance to the Village Hall or by calling (815) 332-4735. 

 

ORDINANCE REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  NANCY BELT.  No report. 
 

FINANCE REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  GARY MAITLAND. 
1. Trustee Maitland moved that the Village Board authorize the payment of bills 

reviewed by the Budget Director on January 12, 2015 and reviewed and approved 
by the Finance Committee on January 13, 2015, in the amount of $224,052.68.  
Trustee Appell seconded.  A Roll Call was taken:  

  STEPHEN APPELL    AYE  JOANN HUDSON AYE 
  NANCY BELT     AYE  GARY MAITLAND AYE 
  SALLY HOLLEMBEAK    AYE  DAVID SCHROEDER AYE 

Motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0. 
 

2. Trustee Maitland moved that the Village Board authorize the payment of 
additional bills reviewed by the Budget Director and reviewed and approved by the 
Finance committee members on January 20, 2015 in the amount of $53,241.88. 
Trustee Schroeder seconded.  A Roll Call vote was taken: 
   STEPHEN APPELL    AYE  JOANN HUDSON AYE 
   NANCY BELT     AYE  GARY MAITLAND AYE 
   SALLY HOLLEMBEAK    AYE  DAVID SCHROEDER AYE 
Motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0. 
 

3. Trustee Maitland moved that the Village Board accept the proposal from 
Lauterbach and Amen, LLP, to provide auditing services for three years for the 
Village of Cherry Valley for 2015 at a cost of $8,900.00, 2016 at a cost of 
$9,150.00 and 2017 at a cost of $9,400.00, for a total cost of $27,450.00, from 
line item 5075 (Administration, Police Pension and Water). President Jim E. 
Claeyssen added that the Treasurer wanted it noted that funds will come from 
Police Pension, Water Fund and the bulk from Administration.  Trustee Belt 
inquired about the contract, regarding a cancellation clause.  President Claeyssen 
stated that if this should need to happen the village would have to address this 
with legal consultation.  Trustee Appell seconded.  A Roll Call vote was taken: 
   STEPHEN APPELL    AYE  JOANN HUDSON AYE 
   NANCY BELT     ABSTAIN GARY MAITLAND AYE 
   SALLY HOLLEMBEAK    AYE  DAVID SCHROEDER AYE 
Motion carried by a vote of 5 “Aye”, 0 “Nay” and 1 “Abstain”. 

Trustee Maitland stated that FINANCE passes. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  SALLY HOLLEMBEAK.  No report. 
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PUBLIC WORKS REPORT BY TRUSTEE: DAVID SCHROEDER.  No report. 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT BY TRUSTEE: STEPHEN APPELL.  No report. 
 
PERSONNEL REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  JOANN HUDSON. 
1. Trustee Hudson moved that the Village Board hire Steven Hass Jr. as a 

Maintenance Worker I Employee for the Public Works Department at an hourly rate 
of $15.50 per hour, with a starting date of January 26, 2015. Trustee Schroeder      
seconded.  A Roll Call vote was taken: 
   STEPHEN APPELL    AYE  JOANN HUDSON AYE 
   NANCY BELT     AYE  GARY MAITLAND AYE 
   SALLY HOLLEMBEAK    AYE  DAVID SCHROEDER AYE 
Motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0. 

 
2. Continued Village Board discussion regarding proposed Personnel Policies Manual 

(Employee Handbook).  Trustee Hudson stated that the continued discussion 
regarding the employee handbook was brought to this Board after two years of 
work and has spent an estimated $4,000.00.  Trustee Hudson is concerned that, 
with the restructuring of the Administrative Office, the handbook may need more 
consideration.  She asked for the Village Board’s direction, if they should hold off 
on finalizing the handbook.  With a consensus of the Board, it is determined that 
the completion of the handbook should be done.  A suggestion was made that 
there be a “Special” Board meeting, or meetings, solely for the purpose of 
completing the book.  President Claeyssen added that his records indicate that 
reviews ended at Section 7-4 and review should begin at Section 7-5, with review 
through Section 11 plus legal review to be completed.  President Claeyssen will 
present possible dates to the Trustees for this review. 

Trustee Hudson stated that PERSONNEL passes. 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  JIM E. CLAEYSSEN.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
President Jim E. Claeyssen entertained a motion to convene into Closed Executive 
Session.  Trustee Hollembeak moved to convene into Closed Executive Session at            
8:10PM under 5ILCS 120/2 (C) (1) (Personnel Matters). The appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 
public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a 
complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for 
the public body to determine its validity. (Police, Public Works).  Trustee Belt       
seconded.  A Roll Call was taken: 

  STEPHEN APPELL    AYE  JOANN HUDSON AYE 
  NANCY BELT     AYE  GARY MAITLAND AYE 
  SALLY HOLLEMBEAK   AYE  DAVID SCHROEDER AYE 

Motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0. 
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VILLAGE OF CHERRY VALLEY, IL 
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY JANUARY 20, 2015  
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION:  President Jim E. Claeyssen reconvened into Open 
Session at 9:12PM and called the meeting to order.  A Roll Call was taken by Clerk 
Dana Ward. 
 STEPHEN APPELL  PRESENT JOANN HUDSON PRESENT 
 NANCY BELT   PRESENT GARY MAITLAND PRESENT 
 SALLY HOLLEMBEAK  PRESENT DAVID SCHROEDER PRESENT 
 
Also present: Attorney Jim Stevens, Attorney Derron Burke and Village Clerk Dana 
Ward.   
 
BOARD COMMENTS:  
 
ADJOURNMENT: President Jim E. Claeyssen entertained a motion to adjourn. Trustee 
Hollembeak moved to adjourn at 9:12PM.  Trustee Belt seconded. All “Aye”; none 
opposed.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Recorded by Dana Ward, Village Clerk.  
Minutes reviewed by President Jim E. Claeyssen on January 28, 2015. 
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AGENDA 
VILLAGE OF CHERRY VALLEY, IL 

                                    VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
TUESDAY JANUARY 20, 2015 

7:00 PM 
 
CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER:  PRESIDENT JIM E. CLAEYSSEN  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
ROLL CALL TAKEN BY:   VILLAGE CLERK DANA WARD 
VILLAGE TRUSTEES:   STEPHEN APPELL  JOANN HUDSON 

 NANCY BELT   GARY MAITLAND 
 SALLY HOLLEMBEAK  DAVID SCHROEDER 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: 
 

APPROVAL OF THE BOARD MINUTES: January 6, 2015. 
 

CITIZENS VOICE:  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
  
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  JIM E. CLAEYSSEN. 

1. Special presentation by Mr. Joseph Fackel, Senior Vice President with Retail 
Strategies LLC, regarding providing possible assistance to the village’s retail 
development efforts.  
 

ATTORNEY'S REPORT: JAMES STEVENS.   
 

ENGINEER'S REPORT:  DENNIS McMULLEN, C.E.S.       
 

EX-OFFICIO’S REPORTS:   
STEPHEN APPELL – PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION.   
 

DAVE SCHROEDER - RECREATION BOARD. 
 

ORDINANCE REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  NANCY BELT 
 

FINANCE REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  GARY MAITLAND. 
1. Motion that the Village Board authorize the payment of bills reviewed by the 

Budget Director and reviewed and approved by the Finance Committee on 
January 13, 2015 in an amount of $224,052.68. 

2. Motion that the Village Board authorize the payment of additional bills 
reviewed by the Budget Director and reviewed and approved by the Finance 
committee members on January 20, 2015. 

3. Motion that the Village Board enter into a three year contract with Lauterbach 
and Amen, LLP Certified Public Accountants, to provide professional auditing 
services for the year ending April 2015 at a cost of $8,900.00; the year ending 
April  2016 at a cost of $9,150.00 and the year ending April 2017 at a cost of 
$9,400.00 for a total cost of $27,450.00 from line item 5075 (Administration, 
Police Pension and Water).  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  SALLY HOLLEMBEAK. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT BY TRUSTEE: DAVID SCHROEDER 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT BY TRUSTEE: STEPHEN APPELL. 
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AGENDA 

VILLAGE OF CHERRY VALLEY, IL 
                                    VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY JANUARY 20, 2015 
7:00 PM 

 
 

PERSONNEL REPORT BY TRUSTEE:  JOANN HUDSON 
1. Motion that the Village Board hire Steven Hass Jr. as a Maintenance Worker I 

Employee for the Public Works Department at an hourly rate of $15.50 per 
hour, with a starting date of January 26, 2015. 

2. Continued Village Board discussion regarding proposed Personnel Policies 
Manual (Employee Handbook). 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
5ILCS 120/2 (C) (1) (Personnel Matters). The appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 
public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a 
complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for 
the public body to determine its validity. (Police, Public Works). 
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: 
 
BOARD COMMENTS:  
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
JEC (01/15/15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


